Carolina’s Chapter TACF (CC-TACF) 2011 Annual Meeting

8/20/2011
31 attendees
Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens (DSBG), Belmont, NC

- Wants to be an educational arm of TACF.

Met Paul Sisco, Russell Regnery, sat beside Mace and Susan Coleman from Lexington, SC.  Regnery (“re-nery”) is retired scientist from CDC, worked with ebola virus.
Judy Sutton, Cataloochee Ranch, “Chestnut Saturday,” tours of orchard (250 trees, five years of age).  5,000 feet of elevation.  Raised $10k last year during dinner and auction fundraiser.  Half stays with restoration branch chapter, half goes to TACF national.

Fall Orchard Tour and Picnic, Montreat College, event, has some trees.  Orchard tour, approx 10am-3pm, lunch and dinner at cafeteria.  Site to see is worship hall and another building with massive chestnut wood interiors (pre-wormy).  November 12, 2011.  Brian Joyce is the contact.

RETIRING BOARD MEMBERS
Don Surrette, outgoing treasurer and CC board member
Final treasury report: $44, 727.34

Brad Stanback gives $10k each year for summer interns.

Lee Gragg, surveyor

November 4th tours of Dr Joe James’ “Chestnut Return Farms” in Seneca, SC.
Steve Barilovits, treasurer of Nat’l TACF (electrical engineer)
Judy Sutton (Cataloochee Ranch)

Joe James (Restoration Farms)

Verne Deason, Mt Holly (Community One Bank)
Kara Newport (DSBG)

I moved to elect the board slate as proposed.

Dr Paul Sisco was a plant breeder (corn) at NC State. <paul@acf.org>
Although the nat’l TACF calls it the “Restoration Chestnut” it really ought to be called the “First Test Chestnut”.
John Scrivani, 2011 map.

Another map was made using placenames indicating “Chestnut”.

Most of the Piedmont chestnuts came from monadenoks like Crowders Mtn, Pilot Mtn, Sandy Ridge over Greensboro.
3 foci

1) Test plots to formally prove resistance.

2) Seeking a breeding orchard for roll-out.  Thinking of land in Montreat, $2 or $3 million.

3) BC3 families (showed map of Carolinas Orchards)

Dr Joe James

Phytophthera cinnamomi, ink disease.

It’s not a fungus, but a “water mold” or oomycetes.

Disease thrives best in clay, not swamp.  Even as little as 5% clay in sandy soil can allow Phytophthera c to survive.  

Introduces in lat 1700s or early 1800s, narrowed Chestnut range dramatically, especially in lower elevations where winters were mild, widespread disease before historians noticed.

Then, early 1900s the chestnut blight hit.

Scott Pryor, 2 acre fenced orchard on Sugarloaf Mountain.  He spoke about removing the diseased trees using front-end loader.  3 steps: 1) Dug hole before tree, 2) pushed stem over, 3) then dug under crown to lift it out.  Sisco says it won’t come back from the roots, but will come back from the crown.  Must remove the crown.

