
Building 

Healthy, Safe

and Prosperous 

Communities 

through 

Clean Energy 



I have long believed that energy issues and climate change are the most 
important challenges that face humanity. I also know that solutions exist; re-
newable energy and energy efficiency are the path toward a clean energy 
economy in the 21st century. Today, coal retirements are being announced 
and energy efficiency programs adopted throughout our region at a rapid 
pace, displacing the need for continued investment in dirty, high risk energy 
sources. But the question remains: Will we make the necessary big changes 
to the ways we produce and consume energy in order to protect the health
of our communities and natural environments?

Thank you for making our work possible, your continued support is essential 
in helping to push for sustained changes in our region. We look forward to 
a future where many generations will experience the natural beauty of the 
Southeast that we enjoy today.

For the Earth,

“Will we make the 
necessary big changes 
to the ways we produce 
and consume energy in 
order to protect the health 
of our communities and 
natural environments?”
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Message From the Executive Director



John Noel

In 2010, the Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) celebrated 25 years 
of working toward clean, safe and healthy communities throughout the 
Southeast. The urgency of our work is increasingly evident, as recent events 
make us all aware that climate change is, in fact, happening right now, soon-
er than most scientists predicted.

Our country came tantalizingly close to addressing climate change when, 
for the first time, a climate bill passed the U.S. House of Representatives in 
2009. SACE will continue to support clean energy policies in order to ensure 
that future generations can experience the natural beauty and diverse eco-
systems that exist in our region. Successful initiatives such as retiring coal 
plants, adopting energy efficiency programs, cleaning up our transporta-
tion sector, opposing new nuclear plants, and embracing clean renewable 
energy will result in cleaner air and water for the Southeast.

Here’s to clean energy and a successful 2012!
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“The urgency of our 
work is increasingly 

evident...”

Message From the Board President
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Board

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 

SACE promotes responsible energy choices that create global warming solu-
tions and ensure clean, safe and healthy communities throughout the South-
east. Our offices are located in five key states across the region: Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. This regional 
scope offers a unique ability to integrate a large number of energy and 
climate-related issues in ways that few organizations can.  

For more than 25 years, SACE has worked as a strong defender 
of the environment, challenging the status quo and working to 
minimize the energy sector’s negative impacts on our region’s 
communities, natural resources and economies. We advocate for 
renewable energy and energy efficiency, oppose high risk energy 
choices, tackle tough energy challenges, and work to harness 
the economic opportunities presented by clean renewable energy in our 
region. Today, SACE remains the only regional organization solely dedicated to developing 
clean energy solutions that will protect the quality of life and treasured places in the Southeast.

Staff

Elizabeth Seigenthaler Courtney - Treasurer
Gary A. Davis, J.D.
E. Leon Jacobs, Jr., J.D.
John Noel - President

Sara Barczak - High Risk Energy Director
Anne Blair - Program Manager, Clean Diesel & Bioenergy
John Bonitz - Farm Outreach & Policy Advocate
Chris Carnevale - Coastal Climate & Energy Coordinator
Anna Cayce - Wind Associate
James Fall - Fiscal Administrator
Josh Galperin, Esq. - Policy Analyst & Research Attorney
Sam Gomberg, Esq. - Tennessee Valley Energy Policy Manager
Rachel Grillo - Sr. Director of Development & Operations
Mandy Hancock - High Risk Energy Organizer
Liz Kazal - Mississippi Campus Organizer
Rita Kilpatrick, MEM - Georgia Policy Director
Tom Larson, MBA - Florida Energy Policy Manager
Simon Mahan - Renewable Energy Manager
Glenn Mauney - Carolinas Energy Policy Manager
Jeannie McKinney - Energy Efficiency Policy Associate
Reggie Miller - TN Valley Campus Program Coordinator
Natalie Mims, MEL - Energy Policy Manager

Kelsea Norris - Southern Energy Network,       
      Development Coordinator
Lisa Petrosky - Accountant / HR Administrator
Seandra Rawls - Diversity & Community 
      Partnerships Coordinator
Reagan Richmond - Campus Programs Manager
Ulla Reeves, MEM - Regional Program Director
Jennifer Rennicks, MS - Federal Policy Director
Maria Rosales - Tennessee Campus Organizer
Aaron Sarver - Media & Communications Manager
Amelia Shenstone - Georgia Coal Organizer
Elizabeth Smith - Executive Assistant
Stephen A. Smith, DVM - Executive Director
Jennifer Todd - CFO / Fiscal Director
Amy Vaden, MEL - Development Associate
John D. Wilson, MPP - Research Director
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Ed Passerini, Ph.D - Vice-President
Z. Cartter Patten, III
Jim Powell
Enid Sisskin, Ph.D - Secretary

2010 Hands Across the Sand event held in Charleston, S.C.
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SACE is the 
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clean energy policy 
throughout the 

Southeast
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With more than 25 years experience advocating for 
clean energy solutions, SACE is proud to have influ-
enced how energy is produced and consumed across
the Southeast. SACE’s work and expertise has encour-
aged decision makers to adopt policies that incentiv-
ize clean, renewable energy and energy efficiency, 
while opposing the construction of high risk energy 
sources such as nuclear and coal plants. These poli-
cies have helped to ensure we all live in healthy com-
munities and will continue to protect our treasured 
places across the Southeast. This report showcases 
SACE’s work and achievements in our five program 
areas – Energy Efficiency, Clean Energy, Climate Ac-
tion Strategies, Clean Fuels/Transportation, and High 
Risk Energy Choices. Much is at stake. By choosing 
the right path today, we can ensure cleaner air and 
better health tomorrow and for future generations.

Jo
yc

e
 K

ilm
e

r M
e

m
o

ria
l F

o
re

st
 –

 N
o

rt
h

 C
a

ro
lin

a

2010 Hands Across the Sand event held in Charleston, S.C.



Advocating for Duke’s 
“Save-A-Watt” Program 
to Promote Energy 
Efficiency
Over the past several years, SACE has pressed utilities 
in the Southeast to establish and implement energy 
efficiency programs to help customers reduce their 
energy consumption. By reducing demand, utilities 
can meet customers’ needs at a fraction of the cost 
it takes to build and operate traditional power plants. 
We are very pleased that as of 2011, significant energy 
efficiency programs have been implemented by every 
major utility in the Southeast.

As a member of Duke’s Carolinas Energy Efficiency 
Collaborative, SACE Research Director John D. Wil-
son plays a key role in building larger and more cost-
conscious energy efficiency programs. In this capac-
ity, SACE and our allies reviewed and analyzed Duke 
Energy’s proposals to ensure that their “Save-A-Watt” 
program would significantly reduce energy use at a 
fair cost to consumers.

In the summer of 2009, SACE and our allies an-
nounced an agreement with Duke Energy Carolinas 
to dramatically increase the size of Save-A-Watt. As a 
result, Duke’s targeted energy savings are projected 
to equal the annual output of an 845-megawatt (MW) 
power plant by the year 2020: that’s enough energy 
to power more than 120,000 homes. This commitment 
is nearly three times greater than the original Save-

A-Watt proposal, and we expect Duke will be able 
to exceed these energy saving commitments. In its 
first full year, Duke achieved double its energy sav-
ings target through the program, at two-thirds of the 
anticipated cost. 

Energy savings realized through Save-A-Watt will 
essentially create an “845 MW virtual power plant,” 
which will be the cleanest, safest, and most reliable 
energy resource ever deployed in the Carolinas. 
Save-A-Watt will create about 3,000 jobs by 2020. 
People in these new clean energy jobs will install 
home weatherization retrofits, new Energy Star ap-
pliances, and better lighting across the Carolinas. 
Energy savings from the program will also avert 
the production of approximately 4.3 million tons of 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

In addition to their environmental and job-creation 
benefits, energy efficiency programs are also the 
most cost effective means of meeting demand. In 
its first full year of operation, Duke’s program costs 
2 cents per kilowatt-hour (kWh). Assuming the aver-
age cost of electricity from new generation is 8 cents 
per kWh (which is lower than the 9-14 cents per kWh 
that many new nuclear and coal plants would cost), 
Save-A-Watt could save customers a cumulative $2 
billion by 2020. 

By working with the North Carolina Utilities Commis-
sion and Duke Energy to help bring a strong energy 
efficiency program to the Carolinas, SACE staff gained 
valuable insight that will influence our advocacy work 
as we challenge additional utilities to develop and 
strengthen their energy efficiency programs. Ulti-
mately, our goal is for the Southeast to lead the nation 
in energy savings through energy efficiency programs 
like Save-A-Watt.
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Energy Efficiency

•	 Advocate for energy  
 efficiency policies

•	 Educate about reduced   
 energy consumption

•	 Encourage incentives and  
 innovation from utilites in  their  
 energy efficiency programs

•	 Lead by example
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Improving TVA’s Long-Term Planning
During 2010 and into early 2011, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA) underwent their first long-term inte-
grated resource planning (IRP) process in more than 15 
years. SACE Executive Director Dr. Stephen A. Smith 
identified the need for the IRP in his testimony about 
the 2008 Kingston coal ash spill before the U.S. Senate 
Environmental and Public Works Committee in Janu-
ary of 2009; ultimately, Dr. Smith was chosen to serve 
as one of 16 IRP Stakeholder Review Group members.

During the IRP process, SACE called for TVA to ful-
ly consider efficiency as an energy resource on par 
with traditional supply-side generation sources, and 
to contemplate retiring the oldest, dirtiest coal-fired 
power plants in the Tennessee Valley. The final IRP, 
adopted during TVA’s April 2011 board meeting, sets 
a goal of retiring between 2,400 and 4,700 MW of 
coal-fired generation. 

At the same board meeting, a historic legal settle-
ment was announced between TVA, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and other parties 
over Clean Air Act violations. In the settlement, 
TVA agreed to retire 18 coal units by 2018, which 
represents approximately 2,730 MW of coal-fired 
power generation, and to make sizeable investments 
in energy efficiency and renewable energy. SACE has 
long called for TVA to shut down these specific inef-
ficient, polluting coal units. 

Then, at their August 2011 meeting, TVA’s board an-
nounced that two additional coal units will be retired, 
bringing the total number to 20. The board also vot-
ed to approve construction of air pollution control 
devices at two Tennessee coal plants: Gallatin and 

Allen. The number of retirements and upgrades will 
continue to grow as TVA continues to implement 
their IRP. Ultimately, the EPA settlement and the IRP 
mean that by no later than 2019 all of TVA’s coal fleet 
will be either cleaned up or shut down. 

SACE’s analysis of the IRP showcased the potential 
of energy efficiency as a resource to help TVA meet 
future energy demand. In large part, any decrease in 
energy production resulting from the coal retirements 
can be offset by energy efficiency programs. The IRP 
includes steadily rising contributions from energy ef-
ficiency, up to 14,400 gigawatt-hours in annual de-
mand reductions by 2020. TVA has determined that 
these important new goals can be achieved without 
negatively impacting customers’ rates.
 
During the IRP, SACE also challenged TVA to ag-
gressively pursue renewable energy resources. While 
TVA’s renewable energy goals are not at the level they 
should be, SACE’s engagement forced TVA to target 
a higher amount of renewables than they would have 
without our influence. 

SACE plans to remain closely involved in the imple-
mentation phase of the IRP to advocate for the most 
beneficial outcome for residents of the Tennessee 
Valley. The EPA settlement and IRP represent a ma-
jor shift in TVA’s once-reluctant attitude toward en-
ergy efficiency and clean, renewable energy; SACE 
is proud to have played a major role in educating 
TVA on the feasibility, safety, and desirability of these 
measures. Moving forward, we are hopeful that TVA 
will become a national leader by providing custom-
ers safe, affordable, reliable, and clean energy.

SACE Executive Director Dr. Stephen A. Smith (far right) 
at a one MW solar farm east of Knoxville, Tennessee.
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Prior to 2002, individuals living in the TVA service ter-
ritory faced many legal and technical hurdles before 
they could connect their solar systems to the grid. 
Working with TVA, SACE Executive Director Dr. Ste-
phen A. Smith and Board President John Noel played 
an integral role in the development of Generation 
Partners, the program that addresses these hurdles 
and streamlines the process of grid-tying consumers’ 
renewable energy generation. Generation Partners 
was launched in 2003, and created “net metering” 
standards for TVA customers. Net metering allows a 
home or business to sell excess renewable energy 
back to a utility. When a home’s solar PV system gen-
erates more electricity than the home uses, the ex-
cess energy feeds back into the grid and the home-
owner receives a credit on their monthly bill. 

Beginning in 2009, TVA began paying a 12-cent 
premium per kWh over the retail cost (currently 21 
cents) and providing $1,000 to defray initial costs. 
According to TVA, as of July 2011 the total installed 
capacity of renewables in the Generation Partners 
program was 23 MW (23,000 kW), which represents 
a huge increase over the 300 kW of privately owned 
renewables in TVA’s service area that existed in 2007.

Knoxville Named as a 
Solar America City
In 2008, the Department of Energy (DOE) chose 
Knoxville, Tennessee, as one of 25 cities across the 
U.S. to be a Solar America City. SACE collaborated 
with the city of Knoxville, allowing Knoxville to be-
come one of only three cities chosen from the South-
east. TVA matched funding with the DOE for this 
three-year program, which aimed to streamline the 
installation process for solar projects in targeted cit-
ies. This included refining the permitting process to 
reduce the time and effort necessary to certify that 
solar projects meet code requirements, as well as 
training solar installers and city officials on safety as-
pects of residential-scale solar projects. SACE staff 
collaborated with the city to manage the program, 
which boosted Knoxville’s total solar capacity from 15 
kW at the beginning of the program to more than 
1,400 kW in 2011, nearly a 100-fold increase. 

Knoxville’s experiences as a Solar America City will 
provide other Southern cities with a framework to 
expand their solar capacity. SACE is excited to see 
the rapid development of solar technology improve 
air and water quality by reducing emissions of fine 
particulate matter, nitrogen oxides and sulfur diox-
ide, and create cleaner, healthier communities in the 
Southeast.

Growing Solar Capacity 
in the Tennessee Valley 
through “Generation 
Partners”

Photo at Left: SACE Executive Director Dr. Stephen A. Smith (fourth from left)
at a Solar America City event in Knoxville, Tennessee.

Photo below: This home has a 7.1 kW solar PV and solar thermal hot-water 
system and participated in the Knoxville solar home tour.



The Southeast leads the nation in offshore wind 
potential, and North Carolina ranks first among 
all 50 states. In 2008, the DOE published a report 
detailing how the United States can meet 20 per-
cent of our electric demand from onshore and off-
shore wind power. In this report, DOE estimates 
that North Carolina alone could supply more than 
10,000 MW of combined onshore and offshore 
wind energy by 2030. To help leverage this poten-
tial, SACE coordinates with the Georgia, North 
Carolina and South Carolina state energy offices 
and the DOE to manage the Southeastern Ocean 
Based Renewable Energy Infrastructure Project 
(SOBREIP). Over time, it is likely that offshore 
wind farms in these three states can generate 49 
to 60 gigawatts of power! This is enough ener-
gy to power entire cities with offshore wind. We 
know that the power exists, but recognize that the 
question of how to harness it and bring it to your 
door remains.

States, utilities and private companies must address 
myriad issues when planning for large wind projects. 
For instance, the first step in this long process is de-

termining where wind turbines are most likely to go. 
In order to facilitate this process, SOBREIP mapped 
various sites and reviewed selected sites’ meteoro-
logical data and wind speed. Those numbers were 
plugged into a modeling program to calculate 
whether wind turbines located in those areas could 
produce significant amounts of energy. 

Although still in the earliest stages of development, 
offshore wind has progressed enough for us to rec-
ognize broad potential for the Southeast. Offshore 
wind can help meet peak demand for electricity 
because it retains a high capacity in the afternoon 
- just as people come home from work and electric-
ity demand spikes. This means that offshore wind 
farms can offset the need for additional convention-
al power during peak demand times, and help our 
region move away from dirty energy sources and 
embrace clean, renewable energy solutions. 

Wind energy is also bringing jobs to the Southeast. 
According to the American Wind Energy Associa-
tion, the burgeoning wind industry has directly or 
indirectly resulted in 1,200 to 3,000 jobs at 34 manu-
facturing facilities in Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky 
and Tennessee.

The Southeast has the capacity to lead the nation in 
offshore wind. The question is: How quickly can the 
infrastructure be put into place? SACE is confident 
that offshore wind will be a key part of the South-
east’s energy future, and we will continue to promote 
infrastructure development so that our region is well 
prepared to tap the vast potential of this clean, re-
newable resource. Ultimately, this will lead to cleaner 
air, cleaner water, and healthier communities that de-
pend on a reliable, safe energy source.

Building Infrastructure 
for the Southeast to 
Lead the Nation in 
Offshore Wind

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy – 2011 Annual Report
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Clean Energy

•	 Advocate for clean   
 renewable energy

•	 Promote regional production  
 and deployment of on-and- 
 offshore wind and solar   
 technologies

•	 Encourage sustainable   
 biopower development

Middelgrunden wind farm located in
Copenhagen Harbor, off the coast of Denmark.
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Throughout the past decade, as the link between 
carbon pollution and climate impacts has become 
increasingly clear, SACE has prioritized efforts to 
mitigate vulnerability by reducing carbon emis-
sions. SACE actively engages with decision makers 
from federal, state and local governments to expose 
the threats and highlight the opportunities climate 
change brings to our region, and empowers new al-
lies from key constituencies in the climate fight, es-
pecially from along our vulnerable coastline and di-
verse communities. 

In 2006, SACE spearheaded the Southeast Coastal 
Climate Network (SECCN), the first-ever region-
al network to foster leadership in addressing the 
challenges climate change poses to coastal areas. 
SECCN now includes more than 55 organizations 
and represents thousands of concerned citizens and 
leaders from Maryland to Louisiana. In collaboration 
with Architecture 2030, SACE produced a series of 
sea-level rise maps to graphically illustrate how cli-
mate change may literally leave many of our coast-
al cities underwater before the end of this century. 
We have incorporated these maps into English- and 
Spanish-language videos, and use them to educate 
coastal residents throughout our region.

Over the past three years, SACE has also worked 
diligently to engage political and faith leaders from 

communities of color, and share our message that 
climate change and energy justice issues are directly 
related to social justice and poverty. We highlight the 
health and economic risks that communities of color 
face from climate change, as well as the benefits that 
these communities can realize by embracing energy 
efficiency and clean energy. 

Ultimately, we believe that a national limit on carbon 
pollution is the most direct and effective tool to com-
bat climate change. To support meaningful climate 
policies, SACE engages in nonpartisan advocacy ef-
forts and brings technical and programmatic exper-
tise directly to decision makers. Over the past few 
years, SACE has held more than 300 meetings with 
congressional leaders and their staff, and mobilized 
allies from both coastal and minority communities to 
bring their voices directly to Washington, D.C. 

SACE staff played a key role in state-level climate 
proceedings in the Carolinas and Florida by serving 
on state-sponsored climate commissions. Due to our 
efforts, in conjunction with our allies in the region, 
many congressional representatives from the South-
east did support the climate legislation that passed 
the U.S. House of Representatives in 2009. Having 
political leaders from the Southeast support climate 
action represents a notable shift from past attitudes; 
SACE will continue to build on our successful advo-
cacy and outreach to decision makers in order to en-
sure we are a respected voice and a trusted resource 
when climate policy is debated again.

Amplifying the Voices 
of Members and Allies 
for Climate Action

Climate Action
Strategies

•	 Advocate for federal    
 climate policy solutions

•	 Develop and advocate for   
 state climate action plans

•	 Outreach to students, faith   
 and coastal communities

•	 Educate and bring diverse   
 voices to the climate change   
 movement

Photo (left to right): SACE board member E. Leon 
Jacobs, Jr., J.D.; SACE staff Jennifer Rennicks; Rev. 

Dr. Gerald Durley; Congressman John Lewis; 
Gary Harris; SACE staff 

Seandra Rawls.
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In 2010, SACE was awarded $5 million from the 
U.S. EPA to create our “Clean Trucks Make Cents” 
(CTMC) program. This program funds loans that cre-
ate the opportunity for truck drivers to purchase or 
lease pre-2007 tractor-trailer trucks that have been 
retrofitted with pollution control devices and idling 
reduction technology. SACE is partnering with Rush 
Truck Centers to manage CTMC; Rush is the primary 
vendor of these greener trucks, which are available 
at their retail locations throughout the Southeast. 

New federal emissions standards for diesel engines 
were established in 2007, but do not apply to exist-
ing “legacy” engines built before the rules were cre-
ated. Due to their durability and long life, pre-2007 
diesel engines are likely to continue to spew toxic 
emissions across the region for many years to come 
– until 2036 or later – unless retrofitted. We estimate 
that through CTMC we will retrofit 800 trucks be-
tween now and 2014, reducing the emissions from 
each truck up to 90 percent and saving more than 11 
million gallons of diesel fuel. 

The transportation sector accounted for 27 percent of 
total greenhouse gas emissions in the United States 
in 2008. Diesel exhaust contains particulate matter, ni-
trogen oxides (NOx), and more than 40 chemicals that 
are classified as “hazardous air pollutants” under the 
Clean Air Act. In the Southeast, more than 16 million 

people live in approximately 62 counties that do not 
meet the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) for eight-hour ozone. Most of these coun-
ties contain major transportation corridors where ret-
rofitted trucks purchased or leased through CTMC 
will operate. During each year of the program, CTMC 
will prevent the emission of 8,758 tons of carbon di-
oxide; NOx emissions will be reduced by 184 tons; 
and 17 tons of particulate matter will be avoided, 
leading to fewer negative health impacts in these af-
fected communities. 

Until now, the current costs of technology have 
made retrofits for existing tractor-trailer trucks pro-
hibitive for many truck owners. SACE’s CTMC pro-
gram is designed to increase finance options for 
drivers and small business owners so that they can 
afford to purchase cleaner, greener trucks. By mak-
ing this clean technology more widely available, we 
will dramatically increase the numbers of retrofitted 
trucks on the road, and reduce toxic emissions from 
old tractor-trailers.

Through our partnership with Rush Truck Centers 
and EPA, SACE is creating a model for cleaning up 
our transportation system and minimizing health im-
pacts related to transportation. Cleaner trucks on the 
road will emit fewer pollutants into the atmosphere; 
lessen our dependence on foreign oil; and produce 
less carbon dioxide, helping to mitigate the effects 
of climate change while protecting public health at 
the same time.

Creating a Cleaner 
Transportation Sector

Clean Fuels/
Transportation

•	 Advocate for lower    
 emissions and higher mileage  
 standards for diesel trucks

•	 Promote clean transportation  
 technologies

•	 Advocate for advanced   
 biofuels and sustainable   
 biofuels production

•	 Promote zero emission and  
 high efficiency vehicles

SACE staff Anne Blair stands in front of a truck 
retrofitted with pollution control technology.
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High Risk Energy
Choices

•	 Oppose nuclear and  
 coal-fired power plant   
 construction and expansion

•	 Promote clean up of   
 coal-fired power plants

•	 Prevent nuclear waste dumps

•	 Oppose offshore drilling

Opposing Risky Plant 
Vogtle Reactors 
More than a dozen new nuclear reactors are currently 
proposed in the Southeast, including two slated for 
Plant Vogtle in Georgia. SACE advocates for utili-
ties to embrace safe, clean renewable energy and 
affordable energy efficiency, rather than build risky 
new reactors. Despite safety issues and financial un-
certainty, especially post-Fukushima, Southern Com-
pany’s subsidiary Georgia Power continues to ignore 
and dispute ongoing concerns and is aggressively 
pushing forward with construction of new Toshiba-
Westinghouse AP1000 reactors at Plant Vogtle. 

SACE has actively opposed Southern Company’s 
plans to expand Vogtle since discussions began at 
the Georgia Public Service Commission (PSC) in 
2004. In 2006 and 2008, SACE and our partners took 
legal action when Southern Company filed for fed-
eral licensing permits from the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission (NRC). Our efforts around the 
licensing permits ultimately prevented Southern 
Company from extensively dredging the Savannah 
River. As of October 2011, the project does not have 
an approved combined operating license or certified 
reactor design.

Original plans for Plant Vogtle in the 1980s included 
four reactors at an estimated cost of $660 million. 
Only two reactors were built, at a cost of more than 
$8 billion. This inflated final price tag led to the larg-

est rate hike Georgia customers had ever experi-
enced. The estimated cost of the two new Vogtle 
reactors is more than $14 billion, but as ratepayers in 
Georgia are aware, the final price tag could be much 
higher. Southern Company’s projection is that Unit 3 
will become operational in 2016, and Unit 4 in 2017. 
Georgia Power customers are already paying, on av-
erage, a monthly surcharge of $3.73 to finance the 
Vogtle project, and that figure will likely increase if 
Southern Company is not stopped. Thanks to SACE’s 
advocacy, ratepayers are at least aware of this unjust 
fee - now identified on electric bills as “Nuclear Con-
struction Cost Recovery.”

Attempts to protect ratepayers have consistently 
been met with delay and opposition. For more than 
a year Georgia Power fought against a proposal that 
would reduce their allowed profit margin if construc-
tion costs exceeded the budgeted amount by $300 
million. As SACE Executive Director Dr. Stephen A. 
Smith stated in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, 
“The fact that Georgia Power won’t even allow a 
modest penalty so that they are motivated to stay on 
schedule and on budget is unacceptable.” 

Spending billions on a costly energy option that en-
dangers our health and security, water resources, 
and the environment is risky and irresponsible. Anti-
consumer state legislation that charges customers in 
advance for some costs associated with new nuclear 
reactors is unfair. SACE works to protect ratepayers 
in the Southeast by fighting against this unjust man-
ner of forced investment. Because of these finan-
cial, health and safety concerns, SACE believes that 
Southern Company should instead reduce demand 
through aggressive energy efficiency programs and 
invest in safe, clean, renewable energy.

Plant Vogtle located near 
Waynesboro, Georgia.
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From cradle to grave, electricity from coal-fired power 
plants exacts a tremendous toll on the environment 
and human health. Coal plants built today will pollute 
our air and water for the next 50 years, and emit mil-
lions of tons of carbon dioxide that will only worsen 
the impacts of climate change. When new coal facili-
ties are proposed in our region, SACE uses a variety of 
tactics to prevent construction from moving forward. 
We develop campaigns and engage local constitu-
ents, decision makers and our members by educating 
them about the financial, public health, and environ-
mental impacts of coal. SACE also organizes citizens to 
become involved in official comment periods around 
state agency permitting processes and pursues le-
gal challenges against proposed coal facilities where 
appropriate. Through our work we have strategically 
partnered with allies to defeat seven proposed new 
coal facilities in the Southeast, including one of the 
two proposed units at Duke’s Cliffside plant in North 
Carolina and a 750 MW coal plant in Florida that was 
proposed by Seminole Electric.

The burdens of our region’s dependence on coal 
typically take the form of air and water pollution, 
water use and consumption, and devastation from 
mountain top removal mining. But in December of 
2008–when a coal ash pond at TVA’s Kingston coal 
plant ruptured–the public saw firsthand just how 
serious the threat of coal ash is to pubic health and 
safety, as well.

To address our health and safety concerns at exist-

ing facilities, SACE organizes support for policies 
and rules to reduce pollution from coal-fired pow-
er plants, such as those proposed by the EPA. We 
work to educate and bring non-traditional voic-
es and concerned community members to testify 
and communicate with state and federal decision 
makers alongside SACE staff. Recently we worked 
with such important citizens to share their concerns 
at public hearings regarding EPA’s proposed new 
rules that would properly regulate coal ash waste 
and set strict mercury and air toxics limits. Since the 
Southeast has nearly 300 coal boilers that dump 
more than 20,000 pounds of mercury into the air 
each year, the new mercury rule could significantly 
reduce those emissions. At EPA’s Listening Session 
on the Greenhouse Gas New Source Performance 
Standards, which took place in Atlanta during 2011, 
SACE staff explained the importance of controlling 
carbon emissions from coal-fired power plants in 
the Southeast.

Our unequivocal stance against new and existing 
coal plants relies on advancing energy efficiency and 
renewable energy as alternatives to meet energy 
demand. As we continue to oppose new coal units 
we will simultaneously promote the retirement of old 
coal facilities throughout the region. 

SACE believes that meeting our future energy needs 
by using technologies of the past is a losing prop-
osition and simply unacceptable. Instead, we must 
harness affordable, clean, and sustainable resources 
that are naturally abundant in the Southeast, and use 
these resources efficiently to provide electricity for 
our citizens and families who deserve truly healthy 
energy options.

Reducing the Southeast’s 
Dependence on Coal

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy – 2011 Annual Report
Photo (left to right): SACE staff Ulla Reeves with 
David Merryman (Catawba Riverkeeper).

TVA’s Kingston Coal Plant located near Kingston, Tennessee.
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Grants $2,610,650

Financials
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Appalachian Regional Commission
City of Knoxville
Department of Energy
Environmental Protection Agency
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority
Morgan County Board of Education
State of South Carolina
Tennessee Valley Authority College Outreach Program

Argosy Foundation
Atticus Trust
The Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation
The Bancker-Williams Foundation
Blueprint NC
The Keith Campbell Foundation for the Environment
Civil Society Institute
Clean Air Task Force
Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga, Inc.
The Dolphin Foundation Inc.
Earth Island Institute
The Energy Foundation
Environmental Defense Fund
The Growald Family Fund
Guacamole Fund
The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
The John Merck Fund
Merck Family Fund
Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Foundation

Foundations & Corporate Sponsors Government Grants

Workplace Giving
Community Shares
Earthshare – FL
Earthshare – GA
Earthshare – NC
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CERTIFIED

Income & Assets
$3,723,551

Biodiesel Sales $515,616 Other $43,906

Government Funding $468,173

Contributions $85,206

Expenses & Liabilities
$3,399,160

Program Services $2,899,781

Fundraising $159,463

Management and General $339,916

This report was printed using vegetable-based inks on sustainably-produced paper that was milled Chlorine Free 
and is 55% recycled. Our printer is FSC certified and operates out of facilities that are 100% wind powered. 
Find all web links for this report, and a downloadable PDF version at http://cleanenergy.org/index.php?/20102011AnnualReport.

A Note About This Report

The Kendeda Fund
The Kresge Foundation
LUBO Fund, Inc.
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Physicians for Social Responsibility
Piedmont Financial Trust Company
Recycled Energy Development
The Regeneration Project
Rockefeller Family Fund
The Sapelo Foundation
Tides Foundation
Torrence Family Fund
Turner Foundation
Union of Concerned Scientists
Gertrude and W.C. Wardlaw Fund
Western Resource Advocates
WestWind Foundation
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
1Sky

This financial information is for SACE’s 2010 Fiscal Year.
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Gifts of $1000+
Anonymous Donor
William T. and Joan Cheek
Owen David
Gary A. Davis
Mary Lynn Dobson
Chelsea Ennis
Bill Freeman and Jimmy Webb
Danielle Gerhard
Hummel Family Fund
Katharine Johnson and Austin Wattles
Roger Killen
John Noel III and Melinda Walton
Z. Cartter Patten, III
James R. Powell
Charles and Anne Roos
Karen Scott
Sierra Club
Enid Sisskin and Riley Hoggard
Brad Stanback
Fred and Alice Stanback
Eugene W. Stetson, III

Gifts between $15-$999
Vasilios Alexiades
Alyssa Allergetti
Russell Anderson
Atlanta Friends Meeting
Gary Barczak
Sara Barczak
Jack Barkenbus
Julia Bartley
Karen Beal
Gail Beaman
Courtney Bennett
Mallory Bibbo
Raymond and Margaret Blackstone
Anne Blair
Renee Blanchard
Brandon Blevins
Kathryn Bobal
John Bonitz
Mary Ellen and Randy Bowen
Rodney and Debby Boyd
James and Cathy Bradshaw
Sam and Laura Breyfogle
Erika Brigham
Mary and Ronald Burns
Martin J. Buss
Nancy M. Buss
Donald Caldwell
Berdelle and Ernest Campbell
Christina Cannon
Karen’s Green Garden Care
Chris Carnevale
Brian Carter
Patricia Carter

Members Christ Church Cathedral
Ralph Cavanagh
James Chapman
Dahlia Chazan
Ellen Chelmis
Leon Christion, Jr.
Sara S. and Roddy J.H. Clark
Clifford Cockerham
Jan Collins and Ted Wachter
Roger Cone
NC Green Consultants, LLC
Canto Farm Energy Enterprises Coop
Cara Cooper
Mary Corbett
Charles and Melinda Cornelius
Earl Creutzburg
David Culvern
Katherine H. Cummings
Carol Ann Dalton
Courtney Darrow
Charles Dayton
Don D. Degner
Robert E. DeGraw, Jr.
Anthony John Del Porto
Paul DeLeon
Janie Dermody
Josh Donegan
Burgin Dossett, III
Douglas E. Wingeier Trust
Sara Douglass
Anne Dungan
Randy Durren
Earth Fare
Elizabeth Eason and Brad Rayson
Kellyn Eberhardt
Efficient Energy of Tennessee, LLC
William C. Eisenhauer
Linda Ewald
Gabriel Fair
Joel Fairstein
Dennis Farr
Danny and Lori Feig-Sandoval
Richard Fireman
Anita Flower
Edward Fogarty, III
Ouida and Bruno Fritschi
John Froeschauer
Richard and Beth Galperin
Shreyas Ganta
Carol Gantt
Nell Jean Gibson
Dianna Glandon
Sam Gomberg
Carolyn Greenwood
Ed Griffith 
Claudia Grillo
Rachel Grillo
Robert Gross
Rachel L. Guillory
Robert Halas

John Hammerstrom
Mandy Hancock
Eleanor G. Hand
Ralph and Anne Harvey
Dawn Hazen
Mark and Jane Heald
Anjali Helferty
Julian Hertz
Robert Hewgley
Lucy H. and Alan R. Hinman
Kevin Hixon
Kathryn and James Hodge
Ferdinand Hoefner
Stephen G. and Susan Hoffius
Thomas M. Hoffman and 
    Gretchen E. Ernest
Laura Holloway
Suzanne Holmes
Lauren Horning
William W. and Margaret Howell
Cody Hughey
Andrew Graham Hunt
Douglas Hunt
Michael and Lori Ingle
Diane Jacobs
Lee Jacobs
R. Taber and K. Marina Jenkins
Elizabeth Johnson
Katherine B. Johnson
Alex Johnston
Elizabeth Johnston
Ellie Johnston
Francine R. Johnston
Kelly Jordan
Cullen Patrick Kappel
Paul L. and Norma Kelley
Kemery Company
Cindy Kendrick
Mark Kerns
Rita Kilpatrick
Austin Kindred
Elizabeth Knowlton and Jo Hartsoe
Knoxville Ministerial Association
Rodney Kochtitzky
Sandy and William Kurtz
Adele Kushner
Frances Lamberts
Jody Lanier
Joyce and Jerome Lanning
Lyle Lansdell
Jean and Bruce Larson
Tom Larson
Paul Laudeman
Lam Le
League of Conservation Voters 
    Education Fund
David and Judith Lee
David James Lee
Joanne Logan
Michael David Loven

Pamela Lytle
Aileen Varela Margolles
Glenn and J. Marshall
Diane Matesic and Kurt Warncke
Glenn Mauney
Donald Maurer
Helen Catherine Mayberry
Ray Mays
Caitlin McClusky
Guerry McConnell
Ann McCulloch Oliver
John McFadden
David McGuinn
Clark McGuire
Eugene McKeown
Oral Mehmed
Louis Melgar
Gregory Miller
Reggie Miller
Charlie Milmine
Garry Morgan
Joyce Murlless
Angela Murphy
Aaron Myran
Joe Naroditsky
John Nolt
Seth Nowak
Katherine Oates
Evan and Jenifer Ohriner
Jessica Okaty
Jorge Okimoto
Kerry O’Neil
Charlie and Katherine Osburn
Lee Pasackow
Jim Peatman
Peter Peteet
Free Polazzo
David and Martha Powell
Frank Powell
Jonathan Powell
Stephanie Powell
Mark Prausnitz
Armaghan Radfar
Michael Randle
Seandra Rawls
Harry Reeves
Ulla Reeves
David and Willa Reister
Jennifer Rennicks
Tim Richardson
Dean Hill Rivkin and Brenda McGee
RJ Young Company
Anna Robinson
Vicki R. Robinson
Lee Ann Rogers
Fred Rossini and Ann Mahoney
Dianne J. Russell and 
     Christina M. Nichols
Jim and Olivia Schleicher
Robert Scott
Stuart and Kristin Segerman
Kala Kirtland Septor
James Sessions
Polly Sharp Doka and Howell Doka
Robert and Mary Shepard
Brian Sherman
Tyre N. Sidden
Ward Silver
Ashley Simpson
Adria Siraco
F. Albert Skellie
Austin T. Smith
Elizabeth Hill Smith
Ken Smith
Mark Smith
Stephen A. Smith

Trent Smith
Jay Snyder
Mickey Jo Sorrell
Dan Stoiculescu
Katie Stokes
Sarah Stringham
John Stucker and April Lucas
John and Paula Swint
Ann and Robert Tate
Jeanne Thomas
Lisa Thurman
Monica Tilhou
Roderick Tirrell
Jennifer Todd
Susan and Charlie Tompkins
Joseph Tran
Sarah Trento
Susannah Troner
Carolyn Baldwin Tucker
Amy Vaden
F. Rodgers Vaden
Lou E. and K.O. Veazey
James E. Von Bramer
Austin Wattles
Elaine Weathers
James Weinberg and Mary Beth Cysewksi
David Wheeler and Judith Hallock
Joe Whetstone
Douglas and Carol Wingeier
Carole Womeldorf
Keith Zachary
Edward Zubko

Volunteers/Interns
Ian Adelman
Lorraine Ahearn
Nick Alderson
Olumide Aluko
Brad Baugh
Cristian Deque
Sean Esterly
Mallory Flowers
Maura Friedman
Elizabeth Goyer
Nicholas Guglielmi
Hailey Hawkins
Brinkley Hutchins
Zach Jarjoura 
Anthony Jernigan
Liz Kazal
Will Kochtitzky
Nicholas Krohne
Danielle Matheson
Jeannie McKinney
Charlie Milmine
Rachel Mountain
Jenica Nelson
Kelsea Norris
Jessica Okaty
Maryann Palazzolo
Claire Pendergrast 
Jessica Proffitt
Christopher Redfearn
Maria Rosales
Kristin Russell
David Sardi
Michael Shell
Katie Stokes
Marcus Strong
Heather Tran
Dr. Yolanda Whyte
Eriqah Foreman Williams
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@cleanenergyorg
www.facebook.com/
cleanenergyorg

Find SACE Online
www.cleanenergy.org
http://blog.cleanenergy.org

Management and General $339,916

Based on donations as of 
December 1, 2011.



Southern Alliance for Clean Energy promotes responsible energy choices 
that create global warming solutions and ensure clean, safe and healthy 
communities throughout the Southeast.

Protecting Treasured Places
Promoting Energy Independence
Advancing a Clean Energy Economy
Creating Job Opportunities
Saving Energy and Saving Money
Empowering Diverse Constituencies
Ensuring Safe, Healthy Communities

Knoxville
P.O. Box 1842
Knoxville, TN 37901 
865.637.6055

Asheville
34 Wall St., Ste. 607
Asheville, NC 28801 
828.254.6776

Pittsboro
P.O. Box 1833 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
919.360.2492

Atlanta
250 Arizona Ave. NE
Atlanta, GA 30307 
404.373.5832

Savannah
11 W. Park Avenue
Savannah, GA 31401 
912.201.0354
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Charleston
P.O. Box 13673
Charleston, SC 29422  
843.225.2371

Jacksonville
P.O. Box 50451
Jacksonville, FL 32240 
904.469.7126


