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Renewable Energy Manager, simon@cleanenergy.org.  

Tennessee is the proud home to the Southeast’s 
first, and as yet only, wind farm. Utility customers 
helped make this possible by purchasing clean 
energy blocks through the Tennessee Valley 
Authority’s Green Power Switch program. The 
wind farm, located on Buffalo Mountain near 
Oliver Springs, started small at 2 megawatts (MW) 
capacity in 2000. By 2005, demand for clean 
power had grown so much that TVA agreed to 
purchase power from a 27 MW expansion of the 
wind farm. The expansion is owned by the wind 
development company Invenergy. At 29 MW 
capacity total, the wind farm is relatively small, but 
still generates enough electricity to power about 
3,780 Tennessee homes each year. 
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The Southeast's first 
wind farm. Photo by 

Stephen Smith. 

Tennessee has a Significant Role to Play in the Wind Energy Industry 
According to DOE’s 20% Wind Energy by 2030 Report 

The Volunteer State contains nearly 37,500 MW of potential onshore wind resource. 
In 2008, the U.S. Department of Energy published a report on how to achieve 20% 
of the nation’s electrical supply from wind power. In that report, DOE estimated that 
Tennessee would supply between 1,000 MW to 5,000 MW of wind energy by 2030. 
The nation’s wind energy growth would also create up to 20,000 manufacturing 
jobs in the state. 
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The Buffalo Mountain Wind Farm is only one example of the wind industry’s presence 
in Tennessee; there are several other, perhaps less obvious, providers of wind 
energy supplies and services located in the state. The following is a non-exhaustive 
list of a few of those companies and where they are located: 

Barnhart Renewables (Knoxville)  EnerNex (Knoxville) 
Flash Tech (Franklin)  International Tower Lighting LLC 

(Nashville)  Sherman & Reilly (Chattanooga)  SIAG Aerisyn 
(Chattanooga)  Signal Energy (Chattanooga)  Tennessee 
Equipment Supply (Knoxville)  Thomas & Betts (Memphis) 

TSM Corp (Bartlett)  Tennessee Valley Infrastructure Group 
(Chattanooga) 

Despite the wind energy industry presence in Tennessee, if the state is going to 
achieve the Department of Energy’s scenario to develop up to 5 gigawatts worth of 
wind capacity and generate up to 20,000 in-state manufacturing jobs by 2030, the 
state will need to recognize renewable energy as a valuable economic engine. TVA 
must pursue an energy portfolio that includes in-valley renewable energy 
and the state’s federal delegates should propose and support stable tax 
incentives for the wind industry.  
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