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a letter from 
board president, 
John Noel

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy celebrated its twentieth 
anniversary in 2005, and since then we have had many successes to 
commemorate the beginning of our third decade working toward clean, 
safe and healthy communities throughout the Southeast. 

Today we are at a crucial crossroads. Tied with 1998, 2005 was 
the hottest year on record and 2006 may be even hotter. Many of 
our current lawmakers and their special interest influences choose to 
ignore the science and threat of global warming pollution. This is a 
mistake and jeopardizes our safety and prosperity. As the leading 
southeast regional group that focuses on creating global warming 
solutions, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy continues working to 
set our region and our nation on the right path by fighting for and 
achieving vital steps toward a clean energy future.

Our strategy is proving successful. We are influencing state energy 
plans; bringing clean, renewable power to regional college and 
university campuses; and educating the public and lawmakers on the 
problems we face and the economic opportunities existing to solve them. 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy is dedicated to protecting our 
communities. That is why we are continuing to work toward 
innovative and practical solutions to solve our current harmful energy 
policies. We are advancing the southeastern states as leaders in the 
nation for responsible energy choices so that we may make a stronger 
impact in preserving our quality of life in the Southeast, whether on 
the coast of Florida, at the farms of South Carolina or in the 
mountains of Tennessee.   

The upcoming year will be challenging for our organization, and as 
always, we are grateful for your support. Without the support of our 
board, members and funders, we could not achieve our mission. Here’s 
to clean energy and a successful 2007!

Southern Alliance for 

Clean Energy promotes 

responsible energy choices 

that create global warming 

solutions and ensure 

clean, safe, and healthy 

communities throughout 

the Southeast.

The Chief Environmental 
Concern of Our Time
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Energy issues and global warming are the chief envi-

ronmental concerns of our time. Our society’s appetite 

for fossil fuels and the consequences of indulging it 

threaten human and natural habitats, our safety and 

our way of life. The Southeast relies too heavily on old 

coal-fired power plants, which account for over 50% of 

our energy supply and lead to high carbon dioxide emis-

sions. When combined, the eight states comprising the 

Southeast (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mis-

sissippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee) 

make up nearly 20% of the United States’ contribution 

to global warming pollution. If our region were consid-

ered one country, it would rank fifth in the world for 

global warming pollution from fossil fuel combustion, 

just between Japan and Germany. 

 Despite these worrying numbers, there is room for 

hope. The newest technology already makes it possible 

to meet all our current energy needs by using energy far 

more efficiently and by deriving power in much cleaner 

ways. Ultimately, such solutions can bolster worldwide 

standards of living and economic prosperity while avoid-

ing environmental disaster.

 The Southeast is at a critical crossroads. Global 

warming will affect all of us, and it is up to all of us 

to protect the future of the region we call home. The 

steps that we take in the months and years to come will 

shape the energy policy and environmental integrity of 

the region for the next several decades. We must decide 

today not to build polluting coal power or be seduced 

by the false promise nuclear plants. We must choose to 

instead increase efficiency and grow our current capac-

ity for safe, clean energy so that future generations may 

enjoy the same beautiful places and prosperous way of 

life that we enjoy today. Please join us in our effort.

For the Earth,

Stephen A. Smith, DVM 

Executive Director



The Southeast has the largest coastline of the continen-

tal United States, and our beaches and coastal habitats 

are some of the most beautiful in the world. However, 

these areas may be irreversibly damaged by the affects 

of global warming. As oceans become warmer, sea level 

rise will accelerate the rate of beach erosion and immers-

ing fragile lowlands. Sea levels along Southeast coastlines 

are rising much faster than the average rate over the past 

3,000 years. Further, global warming will likely increase 

the strength and frequency of storms and hurricanes when 

coupled with sea level rise the storm surge can be devas-

tating. The Southeast bears the brunt of these storms. The 

costs of hurricanes can reach staggering amounts, as with 

Hurricane Katrina’s record breaking $200 billion price tag, 

and cause immeasurable costs such as loss of life, health, 

environment and community.

Global Warming        and Our Coasts
 Southern Alliance for Clean Energy is working to 

reverse these devastating trends. With little leadership 

in Washington on global warming, we have focused on 

state- and local-level action on global warming. Southern 

Alliance for Clean Energy helped to pass the North Carolina 

Global Warming Act in 2005. This legislation created the

Southeast’s first state level action to study and recom-

mend reductions of global warming pollution. We also 

have advocated for other southern states to follow North 

Carolina’s lead.

 Southern Alliance for Clean Energy is helping to make 

the connection between our treasured natural places in the 

Southeast that will be most adversely impacted by global 

warming, the people who love them and communities  

that depend on them.
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Southern Alliance for Clean Energy produced 

three short films on global warming’s impact 

on some of our natural treasured areas—the 

Outer Banks of North Carolina, the Florida 

Everglades and Keys, and 

South Carolina’s coast and mountains.
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Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 

educated local decision makers and the press 

by sponsoring events at national and 

international meetings highlighting the local 

impacts of global warming caused sea level rise 

and extreme weather events on the Southeast.



Inland rural areas will also be affected by the impacts of 

global warming. Air pollution from fossil fuels is poisoning 

our Smoky Mountains, decreasing visibility in this tranquil 

area and killing off wildlife populations. Rivers and lakes 

that Southerners have swum and fished in for generations 

are being contaminated with mercury from coal plants. 

Global warming is likely to affect agriculture by increasing 

flooding and changing rain patterns and temperatures in 

the South, potentially altering the kind of crops farmers will 

be able to grow and crop yields.

 Rural residents may be negatively affected by global 

warming, but they also have the potential to be part of 

the solution through the production of bioenergy. Replac-

ing petroleum fuels with biodiesel and cellulosic ethanol 

will lower carbon dioxide emissions and reduce toxic emis-

sions. Additionally, southeastern farmers will find increased 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy works 

to educate farmers about bio-fuel production, 

and our staff works closely with government 

agencies in several states to promote 

legislation that will help farmers take 

advantage of these opportunities.

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy has 

constructed our own local biodiesel 

production facility in Atlanta that provides 

clean, renewable biodiesel to Emory 

University and will soon be available 

for retail to the general public.

Opportunities in        Rural Southeast
economic opportunities in biodiesel and ethanol produc-

tion as demand for energy-producing crops increases. 

There are already small operations in the South produc-

ing biodiesel and noncommercial cellulosic ethanol, and 

stricter clean air laws and higher fuel prices are creating a 

new push to expand the markets for both of these fuels.

 Farmers and forest landowners may also find eco-

nomic opportunities as the nation works to reduce 

some of the global warming pollution already emitted 

into the atmosphere.  Southeastern soils and forests that 

can absorb excess carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

could play an important role in mitigating the effects 

of global warming. 

 Southern Alliance for Clean Energy has many ongo-

ing projects to bolster rural communities’ contribution to 

global warming solutions.
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According to the 2000 Census, 73% of the South‘s popu-

lation live in urban centers. Due to population density and 

infrastructure, the costs of stronger, more frequent storms 

and sea-level rise are great in coastal cities. Urban areas 

that are landlocked are at greater risk for stagnant, hot 

conditions that lead to poor air quality and heat-related 

illnesses and deaths. 

 To protect our southeastern cities from these hardships, 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy has been challenging 

utilities’ proposals for new coal plants. We believe that en-

ergy efficiency measures should be fully utilized before new 

plants are built that will add to poor air quality and exacer-

bate global warming.

 Southern Alliance for Clean Energy is also helping institu-

tions such as universities and religious congregations in the 

Southeast bring renewable energy to their communities.  

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy 

worked with students at three Tennessee 

universities to pass referendums that re-

sulted in their schools becoming the largest 

purchasers of Green Power in Tennessee 

and reducing their carbon footprint.

Taking Action in 
our Communities

T
ennessee

The Coming Year
Our energy future is full of possibilities. We have so 

many opportunities to be good environmental stewards 

of the region that has been such a hospitable home to 

us all, and as the tides are turning in local and national 

debates, now is the time to seize these opportunities. 

Sharply rising fuel costs and the threats posed by de-

pendence on volatile countries for our fuel needs have 

prompted national discussion on energy independence 

and alternatives. Further, as we begin to see the devas-

tating effects that humanity’s actions have had on our 

beautiful earth, more and more citizens, religious groups 

and politicians are seeing the pressing need for change.

 With your support, Southern Alliance for Clean En-

ergy will continue to work for increased implementation 

and availability of clean, renewable energy sources while 

fighting against choices that will endanger not only our 

future but also the future for the generations that fol-

low. We have choices. It is now up to all of us to muster 

the will to fight for and to create a clean energy future. 
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Champions - $1,000 +
Donald and Judith Bender
David Bolt and Barbara Lamb
Lucinda and Robert Bunnen 
John and Peggy Crunk 
Scott Farrell  
Alice Franklin 
Kathy Johnson 
Martin Melaver 
John Noel and Melinda Welton
Cameron James Potter
Brad Stanback  
Fred and Alice Stanback

Sustainers - $500 +
Ron Mitchell
Michael O’Donovan
Kurt and Sarah Shepherd
Marsh Smith

Benefactors - $250 +
Douglas and Susan Abramson
Atlanta Friends Meeting
Gary Davis  
William Eisenhauer 
Roberta Estes  
Jeffrey and Judy Jennings
Calvin Lehew and Rod Pewitt  
Glenn Murer
John Noel, IV
Tad Pollard
Jim Sessions and Fran Ansley
John Sherman and Lynn Bryce -Sherman
Paul Thurner  
Doug and Gwen Veazey  

Sponsors - $100 +
Brad Baugh  
Rodney and Debby Boyd
James and Cathy Bradshaw
Bob Brown 
William Bulpitt
John and Kathryn Carr 
Ralph Cavanagh  
Frances Chappell  
Thomas Clements
Mary Corbett  
Charles Davis
Cigdem Delano  
Deborah Dixon  
John Fonk  
Eve Fout  
Ouida and Bruno Fritschi
John Froeschauer
Casey Goeman
Carolyn Greenwood 

Stephen and Susan Hoffius
C. Gail Johnson  
Linda Jones and Ed Hunt
Tom Kelley  
Mark King  
Adele Kushner  
Robert Lantz  
Amy Macklin and Eric Speakman
Alyne Massey  
Corey Metcalfe
Jay and Jennifer Mills  
Joyce Murlless  
Robert Newcomer
Donna Page and Scott Jackson
Tyler Pannell  
Free Polazzo   
David and Willa Reister
Jeffrey Tlumak  
The Social Justice Committee, 
     Unitarian University Church of Savannah

Protectors/Families - $50 +
William Berson
James and Carolyn Bridgman
Ian Bryan  
Jennifer Caldwell and Karl Kurka
Anthony DeLucia  
William Goolsby  
Kathleen Grover  
John Hartz  
Michel Helfgott  
Elizabeth Henry  
William and Margaret Howell
Cheryl Jay
Elizabeth Johnson
Tammy and Cameron Johnson  
Susan Karr  
Carolyn King  
Frances Lamberts  
Jan Lee  
Michael Loven  
Charles Manneschmidt and Linda Billman
Daniel and Susan May
Guerry McConnell  
Ron Melander  
William and Judith Muerdter  
Lee Pantas  
Martin Pleasant  
Franz and Annelies Raetzer
Dean Rivkin and Brenda McGee
Kaye Savage  
Greg Schilsa
Jim and Olivia Schleicher
Randolph Scovil  
Brian Sherman
Craig Simpson and Michael Brannin

Ronnie Steinberg  
Ann and Robert Tate
Elizabeth Taylor  
David and Elizabeth Thomas  
Sean Tobin  
Christopher Walker
Preston Whetstone
Carolyn Widener

Advocates/Individuals - $30 + 
Frank and Marcia Bennett
Patricia Block  
Gerhard and Margaret Blombach
Susan Bloomfield
Mary Ellen and Randy Bowen
Braxton Bradley  
Samuel and Laura Breyfogle
Peter Broadhead
Deborah Brooks  
Ronald Bryan  
Brian Burroughs and Tammie McCarroll-Burroughs
Emily Calhoun  
James Carlson  
Anne Carr
James Carroll  
Christopher Clougherty and 
     Christen Higgins Clougherty 
Pamela Davidson
Tom Doebber  
Dianne Draper  
Linda Ewald  
Joel Fairstein  
Chad Frazier  
Carole Gilliam  
Thomas Golper  
Corie Hammers
Mark and Jane Heald
Belinda Hogue 
Caroline Hopkinson
Virginia Jenkins  
Nancy Keith 
Paul and Norma Kelley
Cynthia Kendrick  
Peter King  
Jody Lanier  
Tommy Linstroth
Kelly Lockany  
Ryan Mackey  
Bill Mareska
Robert McAfee 
Alan McGregor
Jeannie Newell and Talia Wight
David and Barbara Nicholson
Farshad Nikfarjam
Ginger Pasley 
Bobbie Paul

Peter Peteet  
William Thomas Pinkston 
Jennifer Rennicks  
William Reynolds  
Sabrina Russell  
Mickey Jo Sorrell 
Wes Soward  
Eugene and Penelope Te Selle
Rick Vaughan
Sam Wallace and Everette Lyde
Francis Wells  
Naomi Worth
Ed Younger 

Believers/Students - $15 +
Meg Anderson  
Alison Arnold  
Whit Ashley  
Jerry and Mary Lou Barr
Jim Barton
William and Jeanette Baugh  
Kareem Bendeck  
Anne and Charlie Bennett
R.A. and Ingrid Bertmeyer
Marian Brawer  
Erika Brigham  
Bernie Byrne  
Rob Campbell  
Whitney Carey  
Kim and Susan Carlyle
Patricia Carson  
Joan Cassens  
Ronald and Pam Castle
M. Chenard  
Jason Childs  
Soeung Chon
Daniel and Jodi Clere
Steve Clunn
Lisa Colbert
Rodney Conklin
Earl Creutzburg
Debra Curley
Garry Dale
Polly Sharp Doka and Howell Doka
Kai and Tiffany Ehnes
Jennifer Felder
Bonnie Fenton
Grace Finaldi
Gordon Fisher
Frederick and Catherine Fox
Brian Freel  
Jon Garbisch  
Todd Griner  
Robert Gross  
Colin Hagan  
Eleanor Hand  

Anita and Eric Harrington
Erika Hartwig  
Paul Hawkins  
Tom Howard  
Jeff Hull  
Norma Ivey  
Alan Jenkins   
Clay Jensen  
Marilyn Johnson  
Susan King  
Lydia Kinkead  
Stacy Kronquest and Blakely Ellis
Ginger Landers  
Jean Larson  
Imogene Lewis -Sorey  
Eric Litwin  
Elaine Loutzenheiser
Ferris Lyle  
Joshua Martin  
Majorie Meares  
Deborah Mello and Jeff Quinn
Erica Moore  
Gray Newman  
Erik Parsels  
David Patton  
Anthony Pereira  
Charles Petrakopoulos  
Anne Pirani  
Heather Porter  
Sebastian Porter  
Brandon and Rachel Potens
Ingrid Quigg Norris
Megan Quinn  
Ellie Richard  
Caroline Rivard  
Mike Robinson  
Vickie Robinson  
Matthew Rudolf  
Daniel and Betsy Rutz
Diane Samsel  
Christopher Santoro and Jaime Lakner
Jennifer Schall  
Kenneth and Elizabeth Schapira  
Marsha Scheppler
Elmer Schleich and Jody Lane
Erika Schneider  
Cynthia Senick  
Robert and Mary Shepard
Johnathan Sherwood  
Ivy Simmons  
Joseph Smith  
Marian Smith 
Timothy and Kellie Smith
Martin Stebbins  
Cara Steinbuchel  
Jonathan Tarlton  

Foundations & Corporate Donors:

For more information about
becoming a member of Southern Alliance 

for Clean Energy visit our website,
www.cleanenergy.org.
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Cynthia Van Der Wiele and Chester Buell
Lou and K.O. Veazey
Amber White  
Donna Wolff  
Jason and Caroline Woods
Amanda Wooten
Lorraine Young   
 
Volunteers/Interns
Gary Barczak
Brad Baugh
Brandon Blevins
Monica Brown
Mark Campen
Tom Clements
Liz Coppinger
Charlie Dudney
Keith Freeman
Natalie Garber 
Jason Gast
Karen Grainey
Dorcell Green
Carolyn Greenwood
Erika Hartwig
Tom Hoffman
Allie Sasser Hubbs and Robert Hubbs
Doug Ingram
Cheryl Jay
Judy Jennings
Anthony Jernigan
Jenny and Kevin Jones
Renee Kastanakis
Alexa Kleysteuber
Jodi Lanier
Tommy Linstroth
Lenae McKee
Shannon Miller
Charlie Milmine
Tom Mott
Kelli Pearson
Dave Riemen and Katherine Durso Riemen
Kristin Russell
Chris Santoro and Jamie Lakner
Justin Scarborough
Liza Schillo
Erika Schneider
Craig Simpson and Michael Brannin

Thank you to all our financial supporters!
Financials

Fiscal year ending December 31, 2005

Based on donations

received as of 

November 20, 2006.

Alida Messinger Charitable Lead Trust, Bancker-Williams Foundation, Chernoff Fund, Earth Island Institute, Educational Foundation of America, 
Elizabeth Ordway Dunn Foundation, Janelia Fund, Peace Valley Builders, Rockefeller Family Fund, V2 Projects

Grants $868,181

Net Assets $475,237

Contributions $77,339

Event and Merchandise Sales $34,531

Other $6,322

Income & Assets
$1,461,610

Program Services $852,103

Management and General $112,202

Fundraising $109,355

Expenses & Liabilities
$1,073,660



Southern Alliance for Clean Energy board: 
Larry Crenshaw, Birmingham, AL
Gary Davis, JD, Hot Springs, NC
Amy Macklin, Atlanta, GA
John Noel, Nashville, TN
Michael O’Donovan, Pensacola, FL
Na’Taki Osborne, MPH, Atlanta, GA
Ed Passerini, PhD, Tuscaloosa, AL
Enid Sisskin, PhD, Gulf Breeze, FL 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy staff:
Brandon Armstrong, Tennessee Campus Organizer
Sara Barczak, Safe Energy Director 
Susan Bynum, Administrative Assistant
Mary Carr, Research Associate 
Rob Del Bueno, ReFuel Biodiesel Program Manager
Willie Dodson, South Carolina and Georgia Campus Organizer
Erik Fyfe, Refuel Biodiesel Program Coordinator 
Anne Gilliam, Diesel and Biofuels Program Coordinator
Rachel Grillo, Development Director
Rita Kilpatrick, Georgia Policy Director
Amy MacDonald, Climate Campaign Coordinator
Rachel Matvy, Stewardship Coordinator 
Melissa Meehan, Coastal Campaign Coordinator 
Gil Melear-Hough, Tennessee Director of Renewable Programs
Jason Misner, Florida Campus Coordinator 
JP Plumlee, TN Valley Campus Program Coordinator
Cameron Potter, Fiscal Director
Ulla-Britt Reeves, Regional Program Director
Jennifer Rennicks, Southeast Federal Coordinator 
Stephen Smith, DVM, Executive Director
Valerie True, Communications Director 
Liz Veazey, Regional Campus Coordinator
Melissa Waver, Development Assistant
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Southern Alliance for Clean Energy offices:
29 N. Market Street, Suite 409
Asheville, NC 28801

427 Moreland Avenue, Suite 100
Atlanta, GA 30307

PO Box 1842
Knoxville, TN 37901

428 Bull Street, Suite 201
Savannah, GA 31401

Thank you to Kilowatt Ours, 
Terra Nova Publishing and U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for 
contributing photos.


