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Mothers & Others for Clean Air is a partnership of seven leading 

public health, environmental and child advocacy organizations 

dedicated to improving air quality by educating the public about the 

negative health impacts of air pollution and engaging people in both 

individual change and public policy advocacy.   



Diesel Exhaust and Health 
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What is in diesel exhaust? 
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Source:  Clean Air Task Force, Diesel and Health in America:  The Lingering Threat, 2006!

Nationally, diesel exhaust poses a cancer risk that is 7 

times higher than the COMBINED total cancer risk from all 
other 181 air toxics tracked by EPA. 



What are the risks? 
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What are the risks? 
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Who is affected? 

F$=(G"'H8%;"8B% Georgia’s Annual Diesel Fine Particle  
Health Impacts Projected in 2010:  

Adults 
335 Premature deaths 
425 Non-fatal heart attacks 

14,068 Asthma attacks 

254 Chronic bronchitis 
58,010 Work loss days 

335,061 Minor restricted activity days 

Children 
481 Asthma ER visits 
721 Cases acute bronchitis 

8,592 Lower respiratory symptoms 

6,540 Upper respiratory symptoms 

Monetized value of health impacts: 

   $2.8 billion 

Diesel Health Risk  

Lowest Impact                     Highest Impact  
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Who is affected? 
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Who is affected? 
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Who is affected? 
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Who is affected? 
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!! 27 counties or partial counties fail the federal standard (annual) for PM2.5 

!!  The standard is being re-examined; if strengthened, additional counties may 

fail to attain 

!!  Diesel retrofit projects reduce PM2.5 helping regions attain federal standards 



Where do we find “Hotspots?” 
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Where do we find hotspots? 
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Where do we find hotspots? 
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Where do we find hotspots? 
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Where do we find hotspots? 
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Where do we find hotspots? 
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Multiple exposures 



We Can’t Wait for New Engines!!
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