
If you are interested in signing, email your name, business/organization and title (you may also sign just as a 
citizen) and city to toni@cleanenergy.org no later than Oct. 15th.  Early sign-ons are much appreciated.  Please 

feel free to forward. 
The Honorable Marc Basnight     
President Pro Tempore 
North Carolina Senate 
16 W. Jones Street, Room 2007 
Raleigh, NC 27601-2808     
 
October XX, 2009 
 
Dear Senator Basnight: 
 
As residents, scholars, business-owners, and fellow decision-makers of coastal North Carolina, we are 
particularly concerned about sea level rise, stronger storms and the other impacts from climate change 
that are already taking a toll on our homes and businesses. We thank you for spearheading dialogue on 
climate and energy issues in our state, for requesting that North Carolina universities produce independent 
reports of the impacts that climate change has and will have on communities, and for championing 
renewable energy development.  
 
Understanding the problem is a crucial first step, turning that knowledge into protection for our coasts is 
the next step and the reason why we wrote this letter.  
 
Because you’ve had a successful professional relationship with Senator Hagan during her 10 years 
serving in the State Senate, we cordially request that you reach out to the Senator.  Please tell her that 
citizens in your district support urgent and meaningful action to move our state into the clean energy 
economy that will retool our unemployed and protect our livelihoods from the threat of climate change.   
 
North Carolina cannot overlook the economic imperative of addressing this issue.  Our coast is home to 
more than 2 million residents and property values in just New Hanover, Carteret and Dare Counties total 
over $43 billion.  A 2007 publication titled “Measuring the Impacts of Climate Change on North Carolina 
Coastal Resources” shows that by 2030, due to rising sea levels, property values in Dare County will 
decline anywhere from six to seven percent and anywhere from eight to eighteen percent by 2080.   
 
We rely on over 300 miles of coastline as our economic engine to attract diverse visitors and outdoor 
enthusiasts who enjoy the unique natural and historic features our region has to offer.  Coastal tourism 
activity creates thousands of jobs and generates millions of dollars for our state’s economy.  However, 
most of our popular coastal tourism activities involve outdoor recreation and resources that are already 
threatened by climate change.  Our beaches are eroding, saltwater intrusion is increasing, and stronger 
storms damage infrastructure, interrupt businesses, and slow economic output.  The above-mentioned 
report estimates that lost recreation value of our southern North Carolina beaches to sea level rise will 
total $93 million in 2030 and $223 million in 2080.  
 
Our Senators will have an important opportunity in the near future to address these challenges and protect 
North Carolina’s coastal communities by supporting strong national climate and clean energy policies.  
From energy efficiency to renewable energy options like solar and offshore wind, North Carolina can be a 
valuable source of clean energy solutions.  We respectfully request that you ensure that Senator 
Hagan is well aware of the coastal concerns of climate change and the opportunities our state can 
benefit from through strong federal policies.  We need her support of comprehensive energy legislation 
that includes a cap on global warming pollution with targets based on science, research and planning.   
 
Strong leadership and decisive action is needed to address one of our nation’s greatest challenges.  Failure 
to act now puts North Carolina’s coastal communities, businesses, and way of life at risk.  We thank you 
for your past leadership and ask you to lead once again. 



If you are interested in signing, email your name, business/organization and title (you may also sign just as a 
citizen) and city to toni@cleanenergy.org no later than Oct. 15th.  Early sign-ons are much appreciated.  Please 

feel free to forward. 
 
Sincerely, we the undersigned citizens: 
Community leaders, businesspeople, and citizens who support strong federal climate and energy policy: 


