Accurate Measurement & Verification Services, Agrosil Energy, Alabama
Environmental Council, Babcock & Brown, Barham Farms Inc.,
BioResources Management Inc., Chesapeake for Change, Celebrity Dairy,
Collins Chick Farm, Comprehensive Forestry Services Inc., DeWitt Law
PLLC, East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition, Eco-Systems Inc., Ecological
Leasing Services, EMJ Corporation, Florida Renewable Energy Producers
Association, FLS Energy, GreenStar Energy LLC, Helios Southern Energy
Corporation, Louisiana Green Fuels LL.C, Matrix Advanced Technologies,
Mesa Power Group LL.C, NC Conservation Network, NC Professional
Loggers Association, NC Woodlands, Oklahoma City Community College,
On Earth Energy Group LLC, Palmetto Bio-Energy LLC, Public Policy
Virginia Inc., SC Forestry Association, SCM Americas - Wind Power, Signal
Wind Energy LLC, Soenso Energy, Solar Tech South LL.C, Southern
Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), Sun One Energy LLC, Sun Power
Systems LL.C, Sustainable Living Design, Tennessee Interfaith Power and
Light, TerraShares, The SC Corporation for Economic Opportunity,
TimberCorp Inc., Watershed Capital, Whitson Lumber Company, Wood
Ranch and Renewable Resources.

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

June 23, 2009

Dear Madame Speaker:

We are renewable energy business owners, farmers, forest owners, academics,
conservation advocates, and economic development agents writing in support of a robust
national Renewable Electricity Standard (RES). We strongly support the goals of a
national RES — to diversify our nation’s energy supply and increase our economic
competitiveness and energy independence. Additionally, in the Southern states, we
support the RES as a means to boost the rural economy while reducing pollution from
coal. However, an RES that does little to advance the generation of renewable energy
beyond business-as-usual will not meet these goals.

While some of us are generally hesitant to recommend government intervention, we also
recognize that government support for new industries has proven needed and successful
in the past as seen in the petroleum, automotive, aerospace, biotechnology, and
telecommunications industries. We recognize that the RES mandate is for the common
good, aiming to shift investments for the purpose of providing affordable, reliable,
domestic, clean electricity.



For these reasons, we are appreciative of the monumental efforts that have been made in
House and Senate committees to include an RES in the energy legislation that is before
the Congress. However, after reviewing the Combined Efficiency and Renewable
Energy Standard (CERES) provision in the American Clean Energy and Security Act, we
believe that the current proposal fails to drive material expansion of the market for
renewable electricity and will miss the opportunity to create hundreds of thousands of
clean energy jobs and save consumers money on their electric and natural gas bills.

The initial draft Waxman-Markey bill would have required 25% renewables by 2025, a
feasible goal laid out by President Obama. That has now been weakened to require a
minimum of 12% with up to an additional 8% from efficiency, with many service areas
exempted. An analysis by the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS) suggests the
weakened CERES would create no additional renewable energy beyond the 9.9% that is
predicted by the Energy Information Agency if we just left things as they are.

This overall weakening fails to deliver a clear signal to investors and developers that
America is open for business in renewable energies. A recent Pew Charitable Trusts
report found that jobs directly related to renewable electricity grew by 23 percent
between 1998 and 2007. In addition, a new University of California at Berkeley study
finds that continuing on a business-as-usual energy path actually risks greater economic
insecurity, while aggressive acceleration of clean energy assures faster and more
sustained economic growth.

In the Southern region, we are aware that two of our abundant native resources — wind
power and biomass electricity — are already cost-competitive with new coal-fired and
nuclear power plants. The American Wind Energy Association estimates that the weak
standards in the CERES could fail to deliver 100,000 jobs for the wind industry alone,
driving manufacturing investment to other countries. Data from University of Florida
research on biomass electricity suggest income and economic recirculation in the
hundreds of millions of dollars and jobs numbering in the tens of thousands, most of
which will go unfulfilled with the CERES.

From this we conclude that if Congress fails to pass a robust RES, the Southeast will miss
the greater jobs and localized economic returns of clean energy technologies. We cannot
support a weak RES that fails to deliver on the promise of creating green jobs, boosting
the economy, and saving consumers money.

Our proposal is to significantly strengthen the RES to a 30% combined energy efficiency
and renewable energy standard by 2020. The improved standard would require a 17%
renewable and 10% efficiency requirement by 2020, and allow an additional 3% of the
standard to be met by either renewable energy or efficiency at each state’s discretion.

Our organizations stand ready to work with Chairmen Waxman and Markey and the
House and Senate leadership to strengthen and improve these bills so that they fulfill the
promise of the historic opportunity before us. The U.S. can emerge from this process



with legislation that effectively spurs clean economic development and powers our nation
with efficient, renewable, home-grown energy sources. Given a chance, American
innovation and ingenuity can lead us into long-term and broadly shared economic
prosperity.

We will work tirelessly to accomplish that goal.

Sincerely,

Michael Churchman, Alabama Environmental Council (AEC), Executive Director, Birmingham, AL

Fitzroy Beckford, University of Florida, Agriculture & Natural Resources Extension Agent, Ft. Myers, FL
Robert Cole, County Commissioner with Santa Rosa County, Milton, FL

Michael Dobson, Florida Renewable Energy Producers Association (FREPA), President, Tallahassee, FL
Eugene Eccli, University Professor, Pompano Beach, FL

Mike Kirby, Environmental Specialist with CH2M HILL OMI, Bonita Springs, FL

Matthew Langholtz, BioResources Management, Inc., Gainesville, FL

Guido & Teri Reuter, SCM Americas - Wind Power, Director of Procurement, Orlando, FL

Roger Cone, Soenso Energy, President, Marietta, GA
Arthur Wayne Johnson, GreenStar Energy, LLC, President, Macon, GA

Tom Harrington, Agrosil Energy LLC, Vice President Fuel Crops Division, Ashland, KY
Jack R. “Roddy” Hulett, Louisiana Green Fuels LLC, Chief Operations Officer, Lacassine, LA

Stephen Butler, TimberCorp, Inc., President, Brandon, MS
Caleb Dana, Eco-Systems, Inc., Vice President and Senior Principal Engineer, Jackson, MS

Bob Altier, DeWitt Law PLLC, Marketing Director, Carrboro, NC

Dave Baumann, High Point, NC

Julian Barham, Barham Farms, Inc., Owner / Operator, Zebulon, NC

Frank Bell, Matrix Advanced Technologies, President, Raleigh, NC

John Bonitz, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), Farm Outreach Policy Advocate, Pittsboro, NC
David Castle, Procurement Manager with Moncure Plywood, Moncure, NC

Nathan & Suzanne DeWitt, Helios Southern Energy Corporation, Carrboro, NC

Doug Duncan, NC Professional Loggers Association (NCPLA), Executive Director, Cary, NC
Scott Gillentine, Great Scott! Home Services, Winston-Salem, NC

Rick Hamilton, Retired Extension Forester, Raleigh, NC

Lois E. Koufman, Affirmative Alternatives, Winston-Salem, NC

Lee Lambert, Helios Southern Energy Corporation, Chief Operating Officer, Carrboro, NC
Fleming Pfann, Celebrity Dairy, Proprietors, Silk Hope, NC

Allen L. Plaster, Comprehensive Forestry Services, Inc., Consulting Forester, New Bern, NC
Michael Shore, FLS Energy, President, Black Mountain, NC

Robert Smith, Sun Power Systems, Winston-Salem, NC

Sherry Walker, Salisbury, NC

Peter Walz, NC Conservation Network, Organizing Director, Raleigh, NC

Stephen Whitfield, NC Woodlands, Executive Director, Raleigh, NC

Ed Witkin, Solar Tech South, LLC, Director of Solar Operations, Chapel Hill, NC

Alison Wright, Sun Power Systems, Winston-Salem, NC

Delores Jackson, Oklahoma City Community College, Director Corporate Learning, Oklahoma City, OK



James D. Alexander, Palmetto Bio-Energy, LLC, President, Charleston, SC

Lamar Collins, Collins Chick Farm, Owner / Operator, Lamar, SC

Joseph James, The Corporation for Economic Opportunity, President & CEO, Columbia, SC
Frank M. Powell, Seneca, SC

Robert Scott, SC Forestry Association, President, Columbia, SC

Tim F. Anderson, Sun One Energy LLC, Chief Operating Officer, Chattanooga, TN

John Atkins, TerraShares, President, Morristown, TN

Ben Fischer, Signal Wind Energy, LLC, President, Chattanooga, TN

Bruce Glanville, On Earth Energy Group LLC, Lenoir City, TN

Doug Hunt, Tennessee Interfaith Power and Light, Tennessee State Director, Knoxville, TN
Jonathan Overly, East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition, Executive Director, Knoxville, TN
Harry Paris, Accurate Measurement & Verification Services, LLC, Knoxville, TN

Jim Sattler, EMJ Corporation, Chattanooga, TN

Michael Whelchel, Watershed Capital, Managing Director, Chattanooga, TN

Al Whitson Jr, Whitson Lumber Company, President, Clarksville, TN

Rick Greiner, Babcock & Brown, Houston, TX

Monty Humble, Mesa Power Group, LLC, Vice President and General Counsel, Dallas, TX
John Wood, Wood Ranch and Renewable Resources, Fort Worth, TX

Michael Zuteck, Clear Lake Shores, TX

Philip Anderson, Sustainable Living Design, Crozet, VA

Michael J. Keeler, Ecological Leasing Services, Great Falls, VA

Pat Okerlund, Chesapeake for Change, Chesapeake, VA

Jeffrey Tang, Assistant Professor of Integrated Science and Technology, Harrisonburg, VA
Al Weed, Public Policy Virginia, Inc., Chairman, Charlottesville, VA



